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PestWorldForKids.org

Understanding the importance and the need to help children form positive perceptions of professional pest control, the Professional Pest Management Alliance is pleased to announce the debut of PestWorldForKids.org, an interactive and education website designed for elementary school aged children. 

The website presents material in an informative, nonbiased manner – allowing children to play games, learn about pests and gain an early understanding of the benefits of professional pest control. 

The site is comprised of five sections: Amazing Pests, Threats & Prevention, For Teachers, Learning Games and Pestcards.  

The Amazing Pests section differentiates between a critter and a pest, highlights little-known interesting pest facts such as “the total weight of all termites in the world is greater than the total weight of all people in the world,” and offers an interactive quiz on pest tidbits showcased throughout the site.

Threats & Prevention offers a look at pest-related health and property threats using language that is easily understood by children.  By offering maps, pictures and simple definitions, the site helps to make abstract pest threats, like Hantavirus, comprehendible for children.  It also offers tips to reduce a child’s chance of being affected by any of the pest-related threats.   

PestWorldForKids.org was designed byan educational web design firm.    The company integrated educational theories, curriculum standards and National Science Foundation requirements in all of the site components.  These theories are especially useful in the For Teachers section of the site.  This section offers three comprehensive lesson plans designed for students in kindergarten through second grade and third through fifth grade. Teachers can download the plans and related activity resources to share with their classes.

The site also includes an interactive Learning Game, Pest Detective. In the game, students must identify the pest culprit in two pest-related incidents and determine how to avoid the problem in the future. Additional scenarios and learning games are planned for 2004.  Pestcards featuring characters from Pest Detective and various other sections of the site are available to send to friends.

This website is a direct result of PCO contributions.   Offering all companies the perfect tool to introduce the benefits of professional pest control at an early age, and counter activist’s rhetoric in the schools, the website will help shape our future customers as well as employees attitudes related to our industry.  As PPMA continues to expand and encompass more and more industry participants, the children’s website will also grow.  Your contributions will have a direct impact on this website and well as our other activities that support our mission. 

Later this year, PPMA will offer online materials to assist you in your community outreach efforts. For now log-on, enjoy the game and learn a fun fact or two.

Your continued support of PPMA and all its endeavors is greatly appreciated.
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